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From the Editor

Bo Duplinsky

Steeplechase looks great! Thanks to the Building and Maintenance Committee and the Board
for their hard work.

Welcome New Residents

Tom & Tracy Dyer from Connecticut have moved into
G-101. Tracy is the daughter of Jack Tiller who resides in F-101 so they are familiar with
Steeplechase.

From the President – Toni Rosenbaum
As we look around Steeplechase these days, we can be proud of our appearance. The buildings
and roofs have been cleaned. The buildings have been painted. The project we spent months
preparing for is complete. Gutters have been cleaned. Sidewalks, driveways, entrance fence,
and pool deck have been cleaned. Concrete repairs necessary to maintain safety of our
walkways and driveways will begin soon. Your Board could not have managed this effort
without the leadership and constant work of the Building and Maintenance Committee. The
Pool Committee has kept the spa and pool humming!
The Social Club is busy with events that we have all enjoyed. Thanks to Dona and Ed Finamore
for the Valentine’s social and to Deb and Jim Finamore who sponsored the St Patrick’s Day
social. Little did we know that March saw our last social event for the season?! We are facing
unprecedented times with the coronavirus. Let’s be prudent and stay home as much as
possible. Lucky us, being able to walk around either the lake or boulevard!
In February, two seats on the Board became vacant and no one ran for election to fill them.
Fortunately, two volunteers stepped up and began their two-year terms. Thanks to Dee Hook
and Bo Duplinsky for volunteering. I offer my thanks to Ron Connelly and Joe Tracy for
volunteering to serve on the Board for many years.
We are grateful to Javier and Susan Suarez for researching and obtaining a new weathervane
for the cupola on our newly painted club house. A most appreciated example of someone
seeing what needed to be done, offering to do it, and executing the project!
I am grateful to all the volunteers who make my efforts easier. Thanks.
Perhaps you have heard the phrase, “If you see something; say something.” Allow me to
paraphrase. . .If you see someone I’ve mentioned here, please consider saying, “Thanks for your
efforts on behalf of the Steeplechase community.”

Board of Directors

Toni Rosenbaum (President), Dee Hook (Vice President and Director),
Bo Duplinsky (Director), Glenda Childs (Director),
Jon Foerster (Treasurer and Director)
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From the Treasurer – Jon Foerster
Steeplechase ended 2019 in the red due to a few factors that hopefully won’t happen again
(bad debt from owners who were foreclosed on) and a few that very likely will (increasing
maintenance needs for our aging community). This is one of the reasons why we increased fees
by $50 a quarter for 2020.
Unfortunately, that likely will not be enough. Already we have seen costs for items like concrete
repair and sewer line clean outs that are going to strip our maintenance budget bare. Owners
should prepare for a further increase in the fall. I know that is going to make some people
grumpy, but we should take four things into consideration:
·
Prices for services continue to increase. Just this year, we’ve seen price hikes on
items ranging from our property management fees to our insurance policies.
·
We have set a standard of appearance and amenities for the community that few
are willing to sacrifice.
·
We rarely have special assessments.
·
For the Naples area, our fees are low. Other Kings Lake communities may have
lower fees, but they either have a larger number of residents or lower standards of
appearance. Moreover, the values of Steeplechase properties are far in excess of all
the other condos in Kings Lake – over $100,000 in most cases. Our annual dues are
1.45% of our market value, whereas the average of the other developments in Kings
Lake is 2.4% of market value.
Thankfully, we have pooled reserves and excess funds from previous years that have mitigated
some of the overages in our budget. However, this will not always be the case. I believe it is
prudent to continue to increase fees gradually rather than begin a spiral of special assessments
that will happen with increased frequency if we turn to that model to cover unexpected or
increased costs for maintenance.
The Board is diligently watching every dollar spent and we have very little fat in the budget. Any
time we ask for more money, it’s because we see no other options.
Please let me know if you have any questions. My email is jonfoerster@gmail.com

Building and Maintenance Committee
Reported by Len Hook

Under the Board’s direction, the Committee’s focus was on safety, asset preservation, and
cleanliness.
Safety -- All sidewalks and driveways were power washed (with rotary brush) by Blastmasters
using a chlorine solution to remove any mold that could cause slipping or respiratory concerns.
All walkways and driveways on the property were surveyed for possible tripping hazards, and
work will begin in a couple weeks to remediate issues that were found.
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Maintenance of High-Risk Components -- It is strongly recommended that all
owners periodically review our documents on this subject, under Forms, on Steeplechase
Website. Some smoke detectors and water heaters are over 10 years old and should be
replaced. These items affect the safety of all of us. If the owner cannot identify the replacement
dates, have a qualified service person assist or notify a Building & Maintenance Committee
member.
Asset Preservation -- All buildings were cleaned, patched, repaired, and painted as per our
seven-year cycle. The scope included pressure cleaning, primer/sealer, caulk, corner beading
repair, and application of topcoat of paint of a color consistent with the original. Work included
the mail kiosk shelter, entrance walls, pool house, pool fence, and trash enclosure. The gutters
were also cleaned as part of the preparation process.
The metal roofs of Steeplechase had blackened since last cleaned three years ago, so they were
cleaned along with the building painting. The roof was cleaned with ROOF RESTORE and a
solution of ROOF-A-CIDE was applied to prevent blackening for at least two years.
Many thanks to Galen Ausloos who removed and painted (in gold) the Steeplechase horse on
the entrance post. It certainly makes the entrance spiffy!
Sewer lines were videoed and hydro-jetted in December 2014. At that time, there were no
breaks or root obstructions, but the lines had developed bellies that could be traps for
blockage. This year we had blockages at three buildings: one was due to a belly, one was in a
courtyard where it appeared the line had a shovel cut that allowed shrub roots to interfere, and
another due to a pipe interference. Steeplechase is getting proposals to video all sewer lines to
understand where problems may occur. Once we have the information it will be determined
what will be done at potential problem areas.
IMPORTANT: Speaking of sewers: Please do not flush anything but toilet paper.
What is flushable?
The only things you should ever flush down a toilet are human waste (urine and feces) and
toilet paper. Even though some products such as wipes and baby diapers claim to be flushable,
THEY ARE NOT.
What NOT to Flush Down the Toilet
Feminine Products. Tampons and other feminine hygiene products.
Paper Towels/Tissues. Wet strength chemicals are added during manufacturing to help prevent
breakdown
Cooking Grease/Food
Baby Wipes/Wet Wipes/Cleaning Pads/Diapers
Dental Floss/hair
Q-tips/Cotton Balls
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B&B was contracted to provide rust stain cleaning on outer fence areas. Rust builds up over
time from irrigation system overspray, which is heavy in iron. This needs to be done annually on
the fence and building areas to keep property in pristine condition. Blastmasters power washed
and rotary brushed the surface of the pool deck with a chlorine solution to give a clean surface
and remove any mold that could cause slipping.

Landscape News
Reported by Sandy Lasch, Chair

I’d like to introduce myself as the new Chair of the Landscape Committee. My mother was a
Steeplechase owner for 25 years, and I’ve recently moved into her condo with my husband
Don. Steeplechase has always been a tropical retreat for our family, and I’m excited to help
ensure that it remains beautiful.
The Landscape Committee has been busy the past few months, doing an annual assessment of
the landscaping and an additional assessment of plants damaged during the recent painting.
The annual assessment, which is almost complete, will prioritize the areas most in need of
landscaping. As everyone knows, the landscape budget is limited this year, and we will do
everything we can to maximize our investment.
No matter how hard we try, plants don’t live forever. Greenscapes tells us that plant health
depends on age, location and irrigation. Our irrigation system is 30 years old and will soon need
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to be replaced. Money is being put in reserve and we are getting bids for
replacement. In the meantime, you can help preserve our existing plants by:
 Adding brown mulch in your courtyard to help retain moisture. We just applied mulch to
our courtyard … each courtyard takes about 10 bags. At about $2 per bag, it’s a smart
investment!
 Watering your plants with a hose if they look like they’re suffering. Use the irrigation
water lines!
Courtyards need to be replanted every 8 to 10 years, according to Greenscapes. Many of our
courtyards have reached maturity, so we will prioritize those courtyards for landscape
improvements.
Many of the plants in our common areas have started to outgrow our landscape budget, so
we’ve organized a weekly work group to do basic trimming and weeding. We hope you’ve
noticed that things are looking better. Let me know if you’re willing and able to help us out.
In addition, some residents have expressed concern over grass that has turned brown.
Greenscapes tells us that our existing grass turns brown when daily lows go below 50 degrees.
The grass will green again as the weather warms.
We know that beautiful, well maintained landscaping is what makes Steeplechase a tropical
paradise, and we’re working hard to make our community better than ever!
!!! Please do NOT question the landscape crews!! If you want to report a landscape or
irrigation issue, please contact Sandy Lasch, Chair, Landscape Committee, at
dlasch_swfl@comcast.net or 239.285.6463. If unavailable, call another member of the
Landscape Committee. Please do NOT call Greenscapes or Guardian Property Management.
Landscape Committee
Sandy Lasch (Chair), Len Hook, Smitty Howarth, Linda Reed, Carol Vietch

Pool Happenings
Reported by Ralph Childs, Co-Chair

Much has gone on since the last newsletter. We now have new rules signs installed in the pool
area. Please check them out. We also have installed new circulating pumps for the pool and
spa. Some other maintenance/beautification related projects were completed as well, which
included painting the fence around the pool area and power washing the deck. Additional, yet
routine maintenance tasks, were completed such as replacing tubes for the Stenner pumps and
both pool filter cartridges. As of this writing, pool/spa operations are in good shape.
Please remember to return chairs to their original location and wind down and secure the
umbrellas before you leave the pool area.

5

STEEPLECHASE Newsletter
I want to extend my gratitude and thanks to everyone who has kept John and I
informed of pool/spa issues.

Spring 2020

Pool Committee
John Rosenbaum (Co-Chair); Ralph Childs (Co-Chai)r, Arlene Goffredi, Carole Veitch

LIGHTS!
If you see a light out on one of our buildings or on the pool
paths, please call John Rosenbaum at 239-234-6017 or email
him at jrosenbaum@ithaca.edu, and he will replace it.

RULES REMINDER
The Steeplechase rules represent an agreement among the owners of how we will all behave
for the safety and enjoyment of everyone. We have been asked to include a special reminder of
one of the safety items:
OUTDOOR COOKING: In compliance with Collier County Fire Code, no charcoal burners or gas
fired cooking grills may be lighted or stored within 10 feet of any building. LP gas cylinders in
excess of 2.7 lbs. shall not be stored within 10 feet of any building.

EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
Reported by Linda Reed

An example of an emergency is a hurricane warning, including an evacuation advisory or
mandate from Collier County officials.
Committee members are volunteers to help in an emergency and are not obligated to stay here
during an emergency.
During an emergency keep in mind that communication is often difficult, as power and cell
phone service is often interrupted. The Association will get a blast email out regarding the
status of the development as soon as possible.
Please keep in mind that neither the Board, nor any individual, is responsible for your unit. Nor
can they ensure that things go as you would like during an emergency. Everyone helping is
doing so as a volunteer.
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If you are in residence when a storm or other emergency is forecast, please
inform one of the Committee members at the numbers listed if you plan to leave or stay in
anticipation of the emergency.
If a storm is forecast, please help move the pool furniture into the clubhouse without anyone
formally organizing it. We all have a vested interest in protecting our commonly owned items
from damage.
Committee members
Linda Reed, Chair ( 402.890.5010), Arlene Goffredi (239.537.5895)

BEFORE YOU DEPART STEEPLECHASE
MOST IMPORTANT
 Shut off your main water valve outside your unit and lock it. In your circuit breaker box
switch the hot water heater break to OFF position. It will be easy to locate as it is a double
breaker. Extensive damage has been done in the past when people have not turned off their
water!
 Please keep in mind that the Association is not responsible for anything inside your unit. If a
hurricane emergency is declared, neither the Board nor the Emergency Committee is
responsible for checking your AC or refrigerator. And, your neighbors will be busy with their
own issues.
 Empty your freezer and refrigerator. Power goes out at times and food spoils. The cleanup is
your responsibility, not that of the Emergency volunteers.
 Remove flags, flowerpots, wreaths, annuals, and anything else that might blow around and
cause damage or injury.
 Make sure that Guardian (mandatory) and the Board President (recommended) has a copy
of the key to your unit or combination to a lockbox or garage as well as the contact
information for your home watch person. If a hurricane is on its way and your home watch
person leaves, you need to have a backup person and a plan for communication.
 Please make sure to update your emergency contact form and get it to the Board President.
Unopened food may be donated to Harry Chapin Food Bank on Prospect Ave off Airport Rd.
Going north on Airport, turn right at Michelbob’s Ribs.
Opened food (cereal, pasta, rice, etc.) can be donated to St Matthews. Entrance is across
from the Glades Ave driveway of Home Depot.
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WATCH HERE!
Even if you don’t have a computer, the Bulletin Board at the mail kiosk will have notices about
meetings and social events. Make a habit of checking it when you get your mail to be current on
goings on at Steeplechase.

ENJOY LIFE
Contributing to this newsletter:
Thanks to all the”reporters” and to our proofreaders
Lorraine Duplinsky and Glenda Childs.
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