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It was more than “just luck!” 
 

Dear Residents, 

 

In one of my recent post-Hurricane Irma emails to residents I said Steeplechase was very, very 

lucky.  We had much less damage from Hurricane Irma than neighboring Kings Lake communities. 

Yes, we were lucky. Irma was only at Cat 2 rather than Cat 4 by the time it got here, the eye went 

farther east than predicted, the storm surge was only half of what was predicted, and we lost power 

for only five days. So maybe we were lucky. But it wasn’t only luck. Steeplechase also was prepared.  

 

Our preparation began six years ago when the decision was made to put strong metal roofs on our 

buildings that were secured with extra-long galvanized screws. Just take a walk around Kings Lake 

and you’ll see many blue tarps on rooftops, but not ours. Thanks for that decision should go to the 

2011 Roofing Committee, including Galen Ausloos, Ray Coleman, Ron Connelly, Arlene Goffredi, 

Linda Reed, and Joe Tracy.  

 

Additional preparation included the regular maintenance to keep our trees healthy. The palms have 

been pruned every year, and the hardwoods every three years. That helped prevent the uprooting of 

trees like we see on other Kings Lake properties. Thanks for keeping up with regular tree 

maintenance should go to Landscape Committee members, including Chair Toni Rosenbaum, Nancy 

Amos, Ann Goodnight, Len Hook, and Linda Reed. 

Finally, as Irma got closer and closer, the Emergency Committee went into action by identifying 

contact persons for all buildings, contacting residents currently residing in Steeplechase, securing the 

pool and clubhouse furniture, and sending out blast updates following the storm. Thanks go to 

Committee members and others, including the intrepid Arlene Goffredi, Linda Reed, Galen Ausloos, 

Lynda Latessa, Aaren Valencour, and Alex Valencour. 

 

At the same time, my letter would be omissive if I did not include this sober caveat: Even though we 

came through Hurricane Irma in relatively good shape, we do have some repairs to make and clean-

up to do. It looks like we could have as much as $25,000 in expenses. I’d like to say that we will be 

able to find the needed money in unallocated reserves and a small surplus from last year so we won’t 

have a special assessment. But I cannot say that now. We’ll update you in a week or two.  

 

 

Board members 
John Rosenbaum (President), Arlene Goffredi (Treasurer) 

Linda Reed (Vice President), 
Art Miller (Secretary), Randy Sparrazza (Director) 

From the President – John Rosenbaum 
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From Our Emergency Committee 

Arlene Goffredi 

 

Hurricane Irma was not as bad an experience as what occurred in the aftermath.  

The deluge of calls, texts, emails was a nightmare. With the loss of electricity it became a hardship 

to respond to everyone. The requests to check out individual units and empty refrigerators and 

freezers was unconscionable.      

There were, in effect, only two people who had the ability to respond to owners of over 60 other 

units, some of whom asked for multiple updates. At the same time, these two people took on the 

responsibility of checking on the elderly residents who stayed through the storm, while dealing with 

exterior damage as best as possible.  

Then there occurred another problem with residents whose condo watch person did not know how 

to operate the air conditioning and humidistat unit of the condo. Numerous calls were received by 

these two residents to check on the a/c because the house watch thought it had broken down. All 

this, plus dealing with their own problems occurring from the lack of electricity, loss of landline 

phone usage, and loss of internet connections, was overwhelming.  

 

In the future, please be advised that no resident who has elected to stay in place during a storm 

should be expected to check out units. All residents who leave for the summer season or just for 

duration of the storm should have a house watch service in place. This person should be familiar 

with the operation of the air conditioning and humidistat unit of the condo. Also, refrigerators and 

freezers should be emptied of any food items that would spoil if power goes out . 

 

The Emergency Planning Committee, if in residence at the time of a storm, will try to send out web 

blast updates, provided there is service to do so. 

 

Board Meetings Schedule 

 

The following dates have been set by the Board 

 for its 2017 meetings, 4:00 in the pool house: 

Oct 24 

Nov 28 
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During and after Hurricane Irma I received many emails from residents who wondered what was 

happening at Steeplechase. Because I was in Massachusetts, all I could tell them was what I had been 

reading in blast emails sent out by residents who had remained at Steeplechase.  

 

It occurred to me that residents who emailed me must not have been receiving those blast email 

updates themselves. If you are not getting blast emails, I urge you to subscribe to the blast email list so 

you may receive notices about Steeplechase meetings, social activities, alerts, and other useful 

information.  

 

You can subscribe to the list by emailing your consent to Pat Hueter at pathueter@earthlink.net. You 

may also write a consent letter to her at 2836 Aintree J101, but don’t phone Pat because the consent 

must be in writing. 

 

Both unit owners and renters may receive blast emails. To be clear, subscribing to the blast email list will 

not add your name or email address to the Steeplechase roster on the website. The blast email list is 

separate, and every effort is made to keep it confidential. In addition, your email address will never be 

used to solicit money or property, used for commercial purposes, or sold to or purchased by any person. 

if you ever want to unsubscribe, you can do so at any time. 

 

John Rosenbaum 

President 
 

Get Your Steeplechase BLAST EMAILS 
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The Building & Maintenance Committee Wants YOU 

 

The Building & Maintenance Committee performs important functions to keep our property 

shipshape. Several exciting projects currently are in the pipeline.  

To learn about this important planning, please come to the next B&M Committee meeting. The date 

and time will be emailed to you and posted on the kiosk bulletin board. 

For more information about the B&M Committee, call Chair Galen Ausloos (239-348-2587) or Board 

of Directors member Randy Sparrazza (585-734-1026). 

John Rosenbaum 

President 
 

mailto:pathueter@earthlink.net
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All Contractors Must be Licensed and Insured 

 

Just a reminder to unit owners 

 

If you contract for maintenance, repair, or improvement to your unit — whether with or without 

Steeplechase Association approval —  your contractors must be properly licensed and fully insured. 

 

The unit owner will be financially responsible for any resulting damage to persons or property.  

 

Those mandates are in both the Steeplechase Declaration and Florida Statute Chapter 713. 

Notice of Occupancy When Owner is Not in Residence 
 

The above long title is the name of a form that unit owners must complete and mail to Guardian 

Property Management when friends or family members have permission to stay in units while the 

owners are away.  

The form is available to download on the Steeplechase website, and Guardian’s address is on the 

form. This form is not for renters, just for non-renting friends or family members.  

Note that pets are not allowed.  

If you have questions about this form or about access to the website, please email Communications 

Committee Chair Pat Hueter at pathueter@earthlink.net or call her at (239) 774-0840. 

 

Got Ants in Your Pants or Bees in Your Bonnet?! 
 

If you have ants inside your condo, call Bugs-Or-Us at (239) 775-4949 to schedule inside 

treatment. If you have bees outside (or inside) your condo, also call Bugs-Or-Us right away to 

schedule removal; however, bee removal is not in our contract with them so Bugs-Or-Us will 

require approval from the Steeplechase Association before they remove the bees. 

mailto:pathueter@earthlink.net


Recycling 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Trash 
 

Our trash collection company will NOT take away trash that is OUTSIDE of the 

dumpster.  

Please do NOT put large bulk items outside the dumpster. Each condo owner is responsible for 

disposing of large bulky items no longer wanted or left over from renovations. 
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In recent months FLUORESCENT BULBS have been placed in the 

Steeplechase trash bin. These types of light bulbs should NOT be trashed. They must be 

taken to a county recycling center. The closest center to Steeplechase is: 

2640 Corporate Flight Drive (west of Airport Road, north of the Naples Airport) 

239-643-3099  OPEN: Tuesday – Saturday 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 

The Web site is: 

http://www.colliergov.net/your-government/divisions-s-z/solid-hazardous-waste-

management/facilities/naples-recycling-drop-off-center 

There you can find a list of accepted materials. There is no charge for fluorescent bulbs. You 

can stop there on your way to Costco or on the way back! 

In Steeplechase: 

CARDBOARD should be placed in your recycling can for pickup curbside each Monday. Flatten 

boxes or tear them to fit the can. Cardboard does not belong in the dumpster. 

RECYCLING items should NOT be bagged. All recycling should be put loosely into your 

recycling can. 
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Landscape Committee members 

Toni Rosenbaum (Chair: 239-234-6017),  

Nancy Amos, Paula Estes, Ann Goodnight, Len Hook, Linda Reed 

 

 

During the summer the most significant landscape activity was the trimming of our palm trees. We 

schedule this annual trimming with Greenscapes before hurricane season. Did you know that the most 

severe hurricanes occur in late August into September? 

According to NOAA: 

In the Northern Atlantic Ocean, a distinct hurricane season occurs from June 1 to November 30, 

sharply peaking from late August through September. . .peak of activity occurs around 

September 10 each season. 

Hurricane Irma hit Naples on September 10 this year! 

Our Greenscapes Client Services rep, Christy Brown, recently told us that she is amazed at how little tree 

damage Steeplechase suffered from the hurricane. She attributes that to our routine tree maintenance. 

She said that last year she strongly encouraged another client association to trim their hardwood trees, 

but they didn’t. Consequently, that association had trees uprooted and other severe damage.  

Board members John Rosenbaum and Linda Reed walked the property with me and Greenscapes a couple 

of weeks ago to review tree damage. We marked trees for examination by an arborist. The arborist 

reported that most of our trees, both palm and hardwood, can be trimmed and saved.  

The Landscape Committee met recently to review possible projects for the 2018 budget. A list has been 

prioritized and will be presented to the Board during its budget meetings this fall. 
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!!! If you want to report a landscape or 

irrigation issue, please contact Toni Rosenbaum, 

Chair, Landscape Committee at 
amr9@cornell.edu or 239-234-6017. If 
unavailable, call another member of the 

Landscape Committee. Please do NOT call 
Greenscapes or Guardian Property Management. 
 

Landscape News 
 

Toni Rosenbaum, Landscape Committee Chair 
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The dates for Steeplechase 
social events are posted on 

both the Web site and the 
mail kiosk bulletin board. 
 

Check the bulletin board at 
the mail kiosk for all the 
dates. Join us! 
 

Social Schedule 
 

DATES  

for fall socials  
 
October 19 – cocktail party 
November 16 – dinner out 
December 2-holiday decorating 

December 3-wine and cheese 
December 13 
January 18 
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Ann Goodnight’s view of Hurricane Irma 

 

Irma’s Steeplechase visit was a fearful expectation as a storm strength of a category 5 hurricane and 

tidal surge of 12-19 feet were forecast. Prayers for all in the path of the storm were made. We were 

unable to leave Naples and head to safety. However, “Angel Arlene” invited us to her safe haven on the 

second floor of building B where we shared with our storm buddies there: Arlene, Ron and Liz Connelly, 

Patricia (Arlene’s manager at the Parkinsons Assoc. where she volunteers), and George and me. We all 

took water, food, beverages, lights, etc.  

We shared, we talked and talked, we watched the storm out of the bedroom bay window which was 

hurricane-proof. The storm approached with wind and rain and until the power went out about 10 am, 

we watched the report of Irma passing Cuba and the keys. I had never seen the eye of the storm 

before; how interesting. The Naples airport which is 3.6 miles away reported 142 mph winds.  

As we looked out at the lake the rain was blowing like a blizzard and we could not see the lake. When 

we could see it, the whitecaps were headed away from us. As the north wall passed the lake calmed 

and became glasslike and the marsh hens, bunnies, and birds came out to eat. Then they disappeared 

and the south wall arrived and the white caps came toward us up to the sidewalk by the building. As 

the storm went north, the rain and wind continued until about 4:00 am. After daylight some went out 

to check on the damage. Surprising that with such a bad storm the damage was not as bad as with 

Hurricanes Andrew, Charlie, and Wilma. But the trees and bushes and water in the street made things a 

challenge to be faced.  

Thank you, Arlene! Being with people helped facing the fear of the storm.  



                                                                                                       Kings Lake Blvd 

 

 

                                               Mail kiosk                                                                               

 

 

G and H  buildings 
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Pool Report 
Pat Hueter 

 

The pool was working just fine before IRMA. After IRMA it turned black from 

lack of electricity and fallen debris. The pool company finally came a week later 

and drained the pool. There was lots of debris consisting of leaves, branches, 

and even a fish. Once the pool was drained and cleaned, it was whitewashed 

and then filled with fresh water. The same with the Jacuzzi.  

Several days later the filter for the compressor died. It was replaced within 24 

hours and we were once again able to swim. As of this writing everything is 

working fine.  

GOODBYE IRMA NEVER TO COME AGAIN!!! 
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Pool clean!! 

 

Needs more than a broom! 

 

After Irma: fish? cane toads? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aintree Lane entrance from Kings Lake Blvd 

 

Greenscapes crew 

G building 

Pictures provided by Linda Reed and David McQuade 

Contributing to this newsletter: 

Arlene Goffredi, Ann Goodnight, Pat Hueter, Art Miller (editor),  

Dianne Miller, Linda Reed, John Rosenbaum, Toni Rosenbaum 
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Kings Lake Blvd from Aintree Lane entrance  

 


